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From the artist …
As a storyteller of the African narrative, I use visuals to educate the international 
community about the often misinterpreted stories of Africa. My goal is to present a 
fresh perspective that highlights the continent’s diverse realities, allowing audiences 
to draw new conclusions.

I believe it’s crucial to offer a positive outlook, as Africa is frequently portrayed 
negatively. By showcasing a different side of Africa, I aim to inspire curiosity and 
encourage people to explore and understand its complexities more deeply.

Through my imagery, I hope to foster a more nuanced perception that goes beyond 
stereotypes. I am a conceptual portraiture photographer who also ventures into 
documentary, using this tool to address issues that have a direct or indirect impact 
on my life using everyday items in my photographs to create that sense of relatability 
with my audience.

In "Pain through Belonging," I continue my exploration of choice-making as a 
means of belonging, focusing specifically on my mother’s experiences within a 
religious group that brought her both pain and a sense of identity. This conceptual 
portrait series examines three key aspects: first, the influenced choices she faced, 
particularly through my father's guidance and the perceived influence of the Holy 
Spirit, highlighting how these forces shaped her decisions. Second, I explore the 
dual nature of choice-making and belonging, emphasizing that despite external 
influences, my mother ultimately had to navigate her own path and invest effort
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into her place within the community.

Lastly, I delve into the pain of 
separation that emerged when my
parents divorced at the beginning of last 
year, illustrating the conflicting feelings 
of sorrow and relief my mother 
experienced. Through this work, I aim 
to convey the intricate relationships 
between choice, identity, and emotional 
turmoil as narrated through my 
mother’s story and my observations.

From others …
“Gugulethu Ndlalani is gaining the 
international recognition his 
groundbreaking
photography deserves. This supremely 
talented Artist will go further and we 
look forward to helping support and 
develop his rising career.”

Hambly & Hambly at Dunbar House,
Magheradunbar, Enniskillen
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